
Midleton Parish Newsletter (Covid Times) 

27" March 2022 — Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday) 

Clergy in the Parish: 

Priests: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Jim Killeen, P.P., V.G. 021-4631750 

V. Rev. John Ryan, P.E.,C.C 086-2697503 

Rev. Mark Hehir,C.C. 021-4621670 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Eamon Goold, P.E. 021-4633659 

Deacon: Rev. Edward Mulhare. 

Priest on Duty: 087-246 8234 (For emergencies and also arranging wedding bookings) 

Parish Office: The Parish Office opening times are: Monday to Thursday, 10.30am to 
1pm and Friday from 10.30am to 12 Noon. Phone No. 021-4636508. 

Parish website: midletonparish.ie and Parish e-mail: midletonparishoffice@gmail.com 

and to access the webcam for Masses log on to the parish website. 

Mass Times: Saturday Vigil 6.10pm; Sunday 8am, 10am and Noon. 

Ballintotis: Sunday 10.30am 
Weekdays: Monday to Friday 8am and 10am Saturday 10am. During Lent, Wednesday 

and Friday have a 7.30pm Mass as well. All Masses in Holy Rosary are televised on 

Saorview and streamed on the Internet (accessed through the parish website). 

Church closes at 7pm. 

Next Friday, April 1‘ is the First Friday, Confessions on Thursday after 10.00am Mass. 

Confessions: Saturdays, Noon to 1pm in the Adoration Chapel. 

Anniversaries: Noel O’Sullivan, Anne Marie Ramalingeum, Jack O’ Keeffe, Mary White, 

Patrick O’Connor, Alec Lee, Betty Massey (nee Barry), Richard Barry. 

May They Rest in Peace. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place in 
the Adoration Chapel on Wednesdays and Fridays from after the 10am Mass until 7pm. 

Please note that the Adoration Chapel can only seat eight at the moment. If you are an 

adorer and wish to continue or if you are not and would like to take up an hour let either 

Ann Cotter or Mary O’Farrell know. Cards are at the back of the Church for ‘would be 

adorers’ to fill in. 

Special Collection for Humanitarian Aid in Ukraine is being held in all the Churches in 

the country on today March 27", Envelopes for the collection are available at the back 

of Holy Rosary and Ballintotis. 

Pope’s Intentions for April 2022 — For Health Care Workers: 
“We pray for health care workers who serve the sick and the elderly, especially in the poorest 

countries; may they be adequately supported by governments and local communities.” 

Quote for the Week: “J am not a saint unless you think of a saint as a sinner who keeps on 
trying.” — Nelson Mandela 

 



.Feast Days during the week: There are two saints whose feast days are this week — St. 

Caelach (Celsus) and St. Francis of Paola. St. Francis of Paola (1416-1507) was born in 
Calabria. He became a hermit and attracted others to his way of life. His feast day is 
Saturday (2™ April). 
St. Celsus, born in 1080, became Abbot of Armagh in 1105. He presided at the Synod of 
Rathbreasail in 1111. That Synod was responsible for setting up the diocesan and 

parochial boundaries of Munster that are more or less the same to the present day. On a 
visit to Munster in 1129 he died and was buried in Lismore. 

Bible Corner: This weekend our readings give three very powerful readings. In the first 

reading from the Book of Joshua we see the Israelites celebrating Passover for the first 

time in the Promised Land — they ate from the produce of the land and the manna from 

heaven stopped falling. St. Paul, in the second reading, speaks of what God the Father is 
doing in sending the Son into the world — “God in Christ was reconciling the world to 
himself, not holding men’s faults against them, and he has entrusted to us the news that they 

are reconciled.” Sometimes that sense of reconciliation is overlooked — the Good News of 

our salvation becomes overshadowed by a strong tendency to focus on ‘hellfire and 
brimstone’ theology that often forgets the fact that God loves us, forgives us when we 

genuinely ask for forgiveness and offers mercy, justice and reconciliation through his Son 

Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit. 
That image of the Father watching out for us is seen in the Gospel passage, the parable 

of the prodigal son. If we look at the father’s role is this there is an interesting line that 

is often not mentioned. In the account of the prodigal’s return, we read: ‘while he was 

still a long way off his father saw him and was moved with pity’. It is a great image of our 

heavenly Father looking at humanity and, being ‘moved with pity’, showing mercy, loving 
his creation, and sending his only Son that we may be saved. We must accept that 
offering of salvation and become ‘ambassadors for Christ’ in our world as Saint Paul did. 

Reflection: On the 19 March, the Solemnity of St. Joseph, Pope Francis announced a 

new document in relation to the reform of the Roman Curia. It comes into full effect on 

Pentecost Sunday. This document (entitled ‘Praedicate Evangelium’) is the fruit of his 

work n relation to one of the areas he referred to at the time he was elected Pope. In ‘The 
Preamble’ to the document, in paragraph 3, he refers to the fact that in the history of the 

Church there were other reforms of this particular branch of the Church. in that section 

he highlights the reforms of the last sixty years - “Having celebrated the Second Vatican 

Council, Paul VI, referring explicitly to the wishes expressed by the Council Fathers, with 

the Apostolic Constitution Regimini Ecclesiae universae (1967), ordered and implemented a 

reform of the Curia. Subsequently, John Paul II promulgated the Apostolic 
Constitution Pastor bonus (1988), in order to always promote communion in the entire 

organism of the Church. In continuity with these two recent reforms and with gratitude for 

the generous and competent service that so many members of the Curia have offered to the 

Roman Pontiff and to the universal Church over time, this new Apostolic Constitution aims 
to better harmonize today's exercise of the service of the Curia with the path of 

evangelization that the Church, especially in this time, is living.” 
Reading this paragraph reminded me of the connection that exists between the popes 

through the years and how our way of expressing the faith develops in the light of the 

times we live in. From Pope St. John XXIII who called the second Vatican Council 
unexpectedly, through Pope St. Paul VI, Pope John Paul I (to be canonised in September), 

Pope St. John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI and now Pope Francis we see the development 

and understanding of the importance of Vatican II in the Church’s mission.


