
Midleton Parish Newsletter (Covid Times) 

9 January 2022 — The Baptism of the Lord 

Clergy in the Parish: 

Priests: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Jim Killeen, P.P., V.G. 021-4631750 

V. Rev. John Ryan, P.E.,C.C. 086-2697503 

Rev. Mark Hehir,C.C. 021-4621670 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Eamon Goold, P.E. 021-4633659 

Deacon: Rev. Edward Mulhare. 

Priest on Duty: 087-246 8234 (For emergencies and also arranging wedding bookings) 

Parish Office: The Parish Office opening times are: Monday to Thursday, 10.30am to 
1pm and Friday from 10.30am to 12 Noon. Phone No. 021-4636508. 

Parish website: midletonparish.ie and Parish e-mail: midletonparishoffice@gmail.com 

and to access the webcam for Masses log on to the parish website. 

Mass Times: Saturday Vigil 6.10pm; Sunday 8am, 10am and Noon. Mass in Ballintotis: 
Sunday 10.30am. 

Weekday Masses: Monday to Friday 8.00am and 10.00am. Saturday 10am. 

All Masses are televised on Saorview and streamed on the Internet (accessed through the 
parish website). Church closes at 6pm. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be on 
Wednesday and Friday from after 10am Mass to 6pm (unless there is a funeral). 

Church closes at 6pm. 

Confessions: Saturday, Noon to 1pm, in the Adoration Chapel. 

Anniversaries: Mick Mulcahy, David Kennedy, Phyllis Duggan, 

Feast Days: Thursday 13 January, St Hilary of Poitiers: (c.315-c.367) was elected Bishop 

of Poitiers and distinguished himself by his stand against heresy. He was in exile between 

356-359, by order of the Emperor Constantius, he used his time to write. His major works 

include De Trinitate, a study of the Trinity. 

Saturday 15thh January: St. Ita, was born in Co. Waterford of noble and Christian 

parents. Early on she set her mind on serving Christ in religious life. She founded a 

monastery in Killeedy, Co. Limerick, which attracted a great variety lot of young people. 
She was given the title, ‘foster mother of the saints of Ireland’. She died in 570. 

Bible Corner: Every year we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord on the Sunday after 

Epiphany. Of the three Synoptic Gospels, the one it is drawn from this year is St. luke. 

Those three gospels have an account of the baptism of Jesus Christ and they each have a 

year in the three-year cycle when they are read. 

After he is baptised, Jesus begins his public ministry. He proclaims the good news to the 

poor and talks about God’s kingdom, about salvation. What a lot of people do not realise 
is that when they are baptised, they are linked to the priestly, prophetic and kingly roles 

of Jesus Christ. Those three functions are given to all in their vocation as members of the 

People of God, we exercise them in different ways. 

 



Pope’s Intentions for January: for true human fraternity — “We pray for all those 

suffering from religious discrimination and persecution; may their own rights and dignity 

be recognised, which originate from being brothers and sisters in the human family.” 

Synodality: Last week we had virtually a whole page dedicated to the idea of how 
synodality can be recognised in the wise men. This week we need to begin looking at the 

points that were raised in the final paragraph. 

The first point is in relation to questioning. Questions in relation to our faith and about 

our faith are asked all the time. The people and the clergy have their questions and these 
need a time and place to be looked at. This gives those who are responsible for the synodal 
process an opportunity to gather together information from the areas they are based in 

and come to see what are the questions of the diocese as a whole before entering into any 
discussion on what an agenda for a formal synod would be. 

That is where the second part takes place. When the questions have been gathered they 

must be ‘posed’: they must be given a formality and maybe looked at in the different 
deaneries of the diocese. 

Thirdly, when they are posed, answers cannot and should not be rushed, but reflected on 

for a little while and then after a period of reflection the process picks up again and that 

involves dialogue. To quote from last week, “by dialogue, a true dialogue that needs to 
take place, where everyone involved listens to those who speak. We are told that the wise 

men were warned in a dream not to go back to Herod but to return home by a different way 
- in a process of synodality, that would be like everyone involved being aware during the 

dialogue that it is open to the Spirit, who guides us in reading the signs of the times, in the 

light of the faith that we have received” from Jesus Christ. 
Finally, “The ‘signs of the times’ may help us to look at, understand and live the faith given 

to us in ‘a different way’ to how we may have looked at it previously.” When we reflect on 

the way things are going in Ireland in relation to the Church in different ways, there are 
a number of things that will need to be looked at in the next few years. There may be 

changes that we never thought would came our way bu the syhodal process will be in 

place to help move closer to that time and do so with ease rather than wondering what 

happens next each time something new has to happen. 
Back in 2016 when I came to Midleton from Aghinagh it was the first time that a prish 

was left without a resident parish priest in our diocese. It has happened in some more 
since. That was a hard thing for the parishioners there to take but they have and they 

have an administrator at the moment in the parish priest of Macroom. It is something 

that could need a little bit of forethought, questioning, reflecting and deciding what way 

we can manage any change into the future because the more parishes that lose a priest, 

they more difficult it is to see the way to deal with it. A synodal attempt may help us. 

Quote of the week - “The things that we love tell us what we are.” 
St. Thomas Aquinas 

 


