
Midleton Parish Newsletter (Covid Times) 

30 January 2022 — Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Clergy in the Parish: 

Priests: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Jim Killeen, P.P., V.G. 021-4631750 

V. Rev. John Ryan, P.E.,C.C. 086-2697503 
Rey. Mark Hehir,C.C. 021-4621670 

Rt. Rey. Msgr. Eamon Goold, P.E. 021-4633659 

Deacon: Rey. Edward Mulhare. 

Priest on Duty: 087-246 8234 (For emergencies and also arranging wedding bookings) 

Parish Office: The Parish Office opening times are: Monday to Thursday, 10.30am to lpm. Friday 10.30am 
to Noon. Phone No. 021-4636508. 
Parish website: midletonparish.ie and Parish e-mail: midletonparishoffice@gmail.com and to access the 

webcam for Masses log on to the parish website. 

Mass Times: 

All Masses in Holy Rosary are televised and on the internet. The obligation to attend Mass is still suspended 

and does not apply. Mass Times: Saturday Vigil 6.10pm; Sunday 8am, 10am and Noon. Mass in Ballintotis: 

Sunday 10.30am. 

Weekday Masses: Monday to Friday 8.00am and 10.00am. Saturday 10am. 

All Masses are televised on Saorview and streamed on the Internet (accessed through the parish website). 

Church closes at 6pm. 

Confessions: Saturday, Noon to 1pm, in the Adoration Chapel. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be on Wednesday and 
Friday from after 10am Mass to 6pm (unless there is a funeral). 

Church closes at 6pm. 

Anniversaries: Peg Bransfield, Maurice O’Sullivan, Con Healy, Maura Desmond, Thomas Roche, 

Jack Lynch, Margaret (Madge) McNerney, Breeda Barron, Liam McCormack, Thomas McCarthy, 

Patrick McCarthy, John L Heaphy (Sur & Jnr) Catherine Dennehy 

Feast Days: Tuesday, February 1st, St. Brigid, Wednesday February, 2" The Presentation of Our Lord, 

Thursday February 3", St. Blaise, 

Congratulations to the former pupils of St John the Baptist and Midleton Educate Together schools who 

received the Sacrament of Confirmation during the week. 

Quote of the week: ‘A man who can be easily talked into something can be just as easily talked out of it.’ 

(Secret Army) 

REOPENING NEWS 

As you know, most of the COVID restrictions have been lifted, including limits on indoor gatherings and social 

distancing. This being the case, all of the seats in the church are now open. We know that some people are still very 

nervous about returning to crowded situations, and we would ask everyone to be respectful of other people’s space 

and not sit very close to anyone outside your own group. As mentioned before, there is usually a good bit of space in 

the front section of the church and we would encourage you to use that section rather than crowd around at the back. 

Face coverings are still required in indoor areas such as schools, shops, cinemas, theatres, and churches. This is to be 

reviewed at the end of February. While face coverings are in force communion should be received in the hand and 

not on the tongue. : 

We look forward to seeing you back at Mass when you feel comfortable about it 
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A short history of synodality Part 3 

The atoll process, from the early Church to the pontificate of Pope Francis 

By Honorine Grasset / France 

What has happened since Vatican II? 

The last council was a moment to rediscover synodality as experienced at the international level. 

Refusing to ratify documents the Roman Curia had prepared before Vatican II even got underway, the Council 

Fathers collaborated with experts and became involved in the drafting of new texts in a different way. 

After having experienced for four years the richness of this mode of government of the Church, Paul VI created 
the “Synod of Bishops” in 1965. 

The list of Synod assemblies convened since then shows the importance of this institution. The more recent 
assemblies have focused on the Word of God (2008), the family (2014-2015) and the Amazon (2019), for 
example. 

The pontificate of Pope Francis is particularly characterized by the conviction that the Church is essentially 
synodal. 

is this a form of democracy? 

No, the synod is not a parliament. Synodality cannot be confused with party politics in which the minority 

camp is submissive to the majority camp’s position. 

“The risk would be to spontaneously come to the assembly already having a certainty about what the Church 

should do,” notes Routhier. 

“At the Synod on the Amazon, we saw that everyone came with their own solutions or opinions on ordinating 

the viri probati. But the question the participants had to answer was rather: ‘Church of Amazonia, how is God 

calling you to announce the Gospel?,” Routhier notes. 

While the fruit of the synodal process is the result of the communion of the people of God, it is not, however, a 

compromise, synthesis or consensus. 

“We must recognise that ecclesial authority assumes a necessary service of communion and decision-making,” 

Isabelle More] emphasises 

“The quality of listening is one of the fundamental criteria. Authority is the guarantor of unity in fidelity of 
Jesus Christ. If the final result is different from the initial intuition, it’s a good sign!” she says. 

What are the challenges of synodality for the Church today? 

Synidality unfolds the ecclesiology developed by Vatican II: that all the baptised participate in the life of the 

Church as members of the People of God. 

But Morel issues a cautionary note. 

“There can be no fruitful synodality without training the baptised, including priests and bishops,” she says. 

“To be useful to the life of the Church, one needs an ‘enlightened conscience’,” she adds. 

The renewal of synodality also appears to be a sign of the times, expecially in the way power is exercised in the 

Church. 

“The Church no longer needs monarchs,” recently stated Cardinal Mario Grech, secretary general of the Synod 

of Bishops. 

“The path of synodality” — said Pope Francis in 2015 on the fiftieth anniversary of the institution of the Synod 

of Bishops — “is the path that God expects of the Church of the third millennium.” 

 


