
Midleton Parish Newsletter (Covid Times) 

16'" January 2022 — Second Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Clergy in the Parish: 

Priests: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Jim Killeen, P.P., V.G. 021-4631750 

V. Rev. John Ryan, P.E.,C.C. 086-2697503 

Rey. Mark Hehir,C.C. 021-4621670 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Eamon Goold, P.E. 021-4633659 

Deacon: Rev. Edward Mulhare. 

Priest on Duty: 087-246 8234 (For emergencies and also arranging wedding bookings) 

Parish Office: The Parish Office opening times are: Monday to Thursday, 10.30am to Ipm. 

Friday 10.30am to Noon. Phone No. 021-4636508. 
Parish website: midletonparish.ie and Parish e-mail: midletonparishoffice@gmail.com and to 

access the webcam for Masses log on to the parish website. 

Mass Times: 

All Masses in Holy Rosary are televised and on the internet. The obligation to attend 

Mass is still suspended and does not apply. Mass Times: Saturday Vigil 6.10pm; Sunday 

8am, 10am and Noon. Mass in Ballintotis: Sunday 10.30am. 
Weekday Masses: Monday to Friday 8.00am and 10.00am. Saturday 10am. 

All Masses are televised on Saorview and streamed on the Internet (accessed through the 

parish website). Church closes at 6pm. 

Confessions: Saturday, Noon to 1pm, in the Adoration Chapel. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be on 

Wednesday and Friday from after 10am Mass to 6pm (unless there is a funeral). 

Church closes at 6pm. 

Anniversaries: Joe Duggan, Maurice & Mary Horgan, Brigid Roche, 
John Cashman, Derek Lehane, Billy O’Mahony, Florence O’ Mahony, William Hennessy, 

Tadgh Donegan, Nellie Quirke, Kathleen & Patrick O’Driscoll, Jimmy & Nellie Glavin, 
Brigid Horgan, Tom Horgan, William Hennessy, Thomas Deady, Ann Bransfield, 

Liam O’Brien, Alice O’ Donnell, Maurice O’ Sullivan, 

Feast Days: Monday 18" January, Week for Christian Unity begins. 

Wednesday, 20 Sts. Fabian & Sebastian, Thursday, 21, Saint Agnes, 

Friday, 22"4 Saint Vincent, 

Quote for the Week: Just because something is unknown does not mean it needs to be 

feared. Trust yourself and all will work out as it is meant to. Stargate Atlantis 

BIBLE CORNER: If most people were asked ‘What is the Bible’ they would probably begin their answer 

by saying that it is a book. In fact, it’s more accurate to say it’s a number of different books all bound 

together in one volume. There are 73 distinct different books making up the Catholic Bible, or varying 

lengths and styles, including history books, poems, prophets, letters, stories, and of course the four 

Gospels telling the story of Jesus Christ. These 73 books were written and collected at different times and 

places, but are revered by the church as the Word of God, in which God speaks to us in a special way. 

  
 



REFLECTION: 
Each one of us is alone in the world. It takes great courage to meet the full force of your 

aloneness. Most of the activity in society is subconsciously designed to quell the voice crying in 

the wilderness within you. The mystic Thomas a Kempis said that when you go out into the 

world, you return having lost some of yourself. Until you learn to inhabit your aloneness, the 

lonely distraction and noise of society will seduce you into false belonging, with which you will 

only become empty and weary. When you face your aloneness, something begins to happen. 

Gradually, the sense of bleakness changes into a sense of true belonging. This is a slow and 
open-ended transition but it is utterly vital in order to come into rhythm with your own 

individuality. In a sense this is the endless task of finding your true home within your life. It is 

not narcissistic, for as soon as you rest in the house of your own heart, doors and windows begin 

to open outwards to the world. No longer on the run from your aloneness, your connections with 

others become real and creative. You no longer need to covertly scrape affirmation from others 

or from projects outside yourself. This is slow work; it takes years to bring your mind home. 

JOHN O'DONOHUE 
Excerpt from the book, Eternal Echoes 

A Short History of Synodality 

The synodal process, from the early Church to the pontificate of Pope Francis 
By Honorine Grasset / France 

The Catholic Church has officially begun preparations for the next ordinary assembly 
of the Synod of Bishops, which will take place in October 2023 in Rome. 

The theme Pope Francis has chosen for the gathering is "For a synodal church: 

communion, participation and mission." 
In doing so, he is seeking to give new impetus to a syondal process that has involved the 

whole people of God since the very beginning of the Church. 

What is the origin of synods? 
From the earliest days of the Church, people gathered to discern when they were faced 
with a crisis or at a turning point. 
The Acts of the Apostles tell that when the early Christian communities needed to 

resolve certain practical problems or pastoral questions, they held an assembly of 

believers, called on the Holy Spirit and discussed with those in authority. 
"The convocation of assemblies is a very old and traditional practice in the Church. It 

has taken place with more or less intensity according to the periods of history," says 

Gilles Routhier, member of the Synod of Bishops' theological commission on synodality. 

Whether diocesan, local or ecumenical, synods or councils can be traced continuously 
from the early Church to the Second Vatican Council, which marked a real renewal of 

this practice. 
“The Greek word ‘synod’ is originally the equivalent of the Latin concilium or council 

in English,” Routhier says. 
“In a context of crisis, contention or in a period when the Church needs to reform, 

synods are used so that a common decision can be reached following a process of 

discernment,” he points out. 
St. Cyprian, the third century bishop of Carthage and a Church Father, made it a rule 

not to decide anything “without your counsel and without the suffrage of the people, 

according to my personal opinion”. 

(This article will be continued next week) 

 


