
Midleton Parish Newsletter (Covid Times) 

5‘ December 2021 — Second Sunday of Advent 

Clergy in the Parish: 
Priests: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Jim Killeen, P.P., V.G. 021-4631750 

V. Rev. John Ryan, P.E.,C.C. 086-2697503 

Rev. Mark Hehir,C.C. 021-4621670 
Rt. Rey. Msgr. Eamon Goold, P.E. 021-4633659 

Deacon: Rev. Edward Mulhare. 

Priest on Duty: 087-246 8234 (For emergencies and also arranging wedding bookings) 

Parish Office: Opening times: Monday to Thursday 10.30am to 1pm and Friday 10.30am 

to 12 Noon. Phone No. 021-4636508 
Parish website: midletonparish.ie Parish e-mail: midletonparishoffice@gmail.com and 

to access the webcam for Masses log on to the parish website. 

Mass Times: Saturday Vigil 6.10pm; Sunday 8am, 10am and Noon. Mass in Ballintotis: 

Sunday 10.30am. 

Weekday Masses: Monday 6" and Tuesday 7": 8.00am and 10.00am 
Wednesday 8, Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 10am, 

Noon and 7.30pm. 

Thursday 9" and Friday 10: 8am and 10am 
Saturday 11": 10am 
All Masses in Holy Rosary are televised and on the internet. The obligation to attend 

Mass is still suspended and does not apply. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be on 

Wednesday and Friday from after 10am Mass to 6pm (unless there is a funeral). 

Church closes at 6pm. 

Confessions: Saturday, Noon to 1pm, in the Adoration Chapel. 

Anniversaries: Ciss Grandon, Kitty Cashman, David Conway, Teresa Trace (nee Barry), 

Eileen O’ Keeffe, Resa and Gerard Stack. 

Feast Days during the week: Monday, 6 December, St. Nicholas was a fourth century 

Bishop of Myra (in modern day Turkey) of whom little is known. He is patron of Russia, 

of sailors, of pawnbrokers and of children. 
Tuesday, 7” December, St. Ambrose: Bishop and Doctor of the Church, 340-397, became 

governor of the Roman province whose seat was in Milan in 374, the laity insisted on his 
becoming bishop though he was still not baptised. He defended orthodoxy in brilliant 

preaching and through his writing. Patron of Milan, beekeepers and domestic animals. 

Wednesday, 8 December, Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Thursday, ¥" December, St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 1474-1548 saw the vision of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe in December 1531. 
Friday, 10 December, Our Lady of Loreto: this celebration helps all people, especially 

families, youth and religious to imitate the virtues of that perfect disciple of the Gospel, 
the Virgin Mother, who, in conceiving the head of the Church also accepted us as her 

own.



Pope’s Intentions for December: For catechists — “We pray for the catechists summoned 

to announce the Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and 
in the power of the Holy Spirit 

Bible Corner: Looking at the First Reading and the Gospel for today we can see how the 
different books of the Old Testament and the New Testament can interlink. The first 

reading is from the prophet Baruch and the Gospel is from Luke’s Gospel and in it, the 

prophet Isaiah is quoted. So, we have two prophecies mentioned and Luke is using one 
of them to highlight the role of St. John the Baptist in the history of salvation. Baruch 

and Isaiah are both speaking about God flattening mountains and filling in valleys so that 
the people of God ‘can walk in safety under the glory of God’ (Baruch), while Isaiah 

speaks of similar changes to the landscape so that ‘all mankind shall see the salvation of 

God’. 
John the Baptist prepares the way for Jesus by proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. It is like a spiritual levelling — the forgiveness of sins is the act of 

levelling out the faith experience, where what we believe is in tandem with how we express 

that belief. 

The Year of St. Joseph: Called by Pope Francis to highlight the importance of the role 

of St. Joseph, the year dedicated to him finishes on Wednesday next the 8". The year has 
helped us to reflect more than usual on the man who looked after Mary and Jesus. I think 

the prayer that Pope Francis gave us captures the essence of Joseph’s mission and his 

important role in our faith. The prayer opens with “Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.” We greet him acknowledging his wonderful role as 
guardian of Jesus. We will encounter that in the Christmas season liturgy — he does 

everything he can to ensure the safety of Mary and Jesus. 
The prayer then teases out that role of guardian — the divine aspect, “to you God entrusted 

his only Son”; - the human aspect, “in you Mary placed her trust”; - and the third 
dimension, unite both aspects and we see the reality of Joseph’s role “with you Christ 

became man”. 
Based on that Pope Francis presents the petitions of the prayer. “Blessed Joseph, to us 
too, show yourself a father”. From that comes the aspects of Christian fatherhood — “to 

guide us on the path of life; to obtain for us grace, mercy and courage” that each one of us 
needs in a world that often lacks a basic sense of human dignity and sees that dignity 

stripped from so many through the deeds of others; and that inspires the final aspect “and 

defend us from every evil.” 

Even though the year of St. Joseph is finishing may we not forget him and keep him firmly 
in our minds. All of us who reflect on him will have our particular way to approach him 

and our own understanding for what to ask of him. My main hope at this time in relation 
to him is to let the example of him, as outlined in the prayer, the father figure for Christ, 

inspire all fathers, including the spiritual fathers, the Church’s clergy. 

Quote of the week: “Approaching, speaking, listening, looking at, coming to know and 

understand one another, and to find common ground: all these things are summed up in the 
one word “dialogue”. If we want to encounter and help one another, we’have to dialogue.” 

- Pope Francis, “Fratelli tutti” n.198 

The two lines in our quote this week are the first two lines of Chapter Six of “Fratelli 

tutti”. The chapter title is “Dialogue and Friendship in Society”. Hopefully we will be 

able to get back to looking at the document next week.


