Midleton Parish Newsletter (Covid Times)
12‘ December 2021 — Third Sunday of Advent
Priests:

Deacon:
Priest on Duty:

Clergy in the Parish:

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Jim Killeen, P.P., V.G.
021-4631750
V. Rev. John Ryan, P.E.,C.C.
086-2697503
Rey. Mark Hehir,C.C.
021-4621670
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Eamon Goold, P.E.
021-4633659
Rev. Edward Mulhare.
087-246 8234 (For emergencies and also arranging wedding bookings)

Parish Office: The Parish Office opening times are: Monday to Thursday, 10.30am to
1pm and Friday from 10.30am to 12 Noon. Phone No. 021-4636508.
Parish website: midletonparish.ie and Parish e-mail: midletonparishoffice@gmail.com
and to access the webcam for Masses log on to the parish website.
Mass Times: Saturday Vigil 6.10pm; Sunday 8am, 10am and Noon. Mass in Ballintotis:
Sunday 10.30am.
Weekday Masses: Monday to Friday 8.00am and 10.00am. Saturday 10am.
All Masses in Holy Rosary are televised and on the internet. The obligation to attend
Mass is still suspended and does not apply.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be on
Wednesday and Friday from after 10am Mass to 6pm (unless there is a funeral).
Church closes at 6pm.
Confessions: Saturday, Noon to 1pm, in the Adoration Chapel.
Anniversaries: David (Dots) O’Brien, Anne O’Brien, Louis Farrell, Michael McCarthy,
Jim Lane, Gerard Murphy, Marie Hennessy, , Donal Kennedy, Dan & Lily Daly.
Feast Days during the week: Monday 13, Saint Lucy: virgin and martyr. Desiring to
remain consecrated to Christ alone, was martyred in 304 in Sicily during the persecution
of Diocletian. Patron saint of the blind and those who have ailments of the eye.
Tuesday 14, St. John of the Cross: priest and doctor of the Church. (1542-1591) Was a
Carmelite who, despite opposition and imprisonment, worked for spreading the reform
of the Carmelite. He was a man of prayer, an outstanding poet, a spiritual writer declared
doctor of the Church.
Saturday 18', St. Flannan: lived in the seventh century and was son of a king of
Thomond. He entered Malua’s monastery at Killaloe and became abbot there. He is
remembered as a great preacher.
Pope’s Intentions for December: For catechists — “We pray for the catechists summoned
to announce the Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and
in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Quote of the week: “Rejoice, O heavens and exult, O earth, for our Lord will come to show

mercy to his poor.”
this is the first line of the Mass on the 17 December that marks
the beginning of the second part of Advent.

Christmas 2021
Christmas Masses

Christmas Eve —

Holy Rosary,

Ballintotis
Christmas Day
Holy Rosary
Ballintotis
Sunday 26" Feast of the Holy Family

Morning 10am
Evening 4pm, 6pm, 8pm and 10 pm
Evening 7pm and 9pm
8am, 10am and 12 Noon
10.30am
Holy Rosary 8am, 10am and 12 Noon
Ballintotis 10.30am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
There is no Penitential Service this Advent. The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
will be celebrated at the following times:

Monday 20", Tuesday 21‘, Wednesday 22" and Thursday 23"4
Mornings: after 10am Mass
Evenings :7pm to 8pm

The times of Masses over Christmas and Confessions leading up to Christmas are printed
above.
They are also to be found at the back of the two churches (Holy Rosary and
Ballintotis on yellow sheets with guidelines for how we have to approach the Masses from
Christmas Eve through to Noon on Sunday 26" the Feast of the Holy Family>
Each Mass will need stewards. If you would be willing to steward at any of the Masses, please
ring the parish office with details of what Mass you wish to help at and a contact number.
Please note: the role of the steward is to help people find seats that are free to use.
Bible Corner: The third Sunday of Advent is traditionally known as ‘Gaudete’ Sunday,
or ‘Rejoicing’ Sunday. In our scripture today we get a sense of what it means through
the prophet Zephaniah and Saint Paul. The passage from Zephaniah begins with; “Shout
for joy, daughter of Zion, Israel, shout aloud. Rejoice, exult with all your hear, daughter
of Jerusalem;” Then he explains why. St. Paul, writing to the Philippians, is a little more
restrained but captures what today is about; “7 want you to be happy, always happy in the
Lord; I repeat, what I want is your happiness.” Then, he goes on to elaborate where that
happiness comes from. John the Baptist is ‘preparing the way’ and addressing the
questions of the crowd. We are told in the Gospel that there was an air of expectancy
among the people. John helped to raise that expectancy in the way he interacted. Joy,
happiness and hope — all at play today — ‘Rejoicing’ Sunday.

“Fratelli tutti” - Chapter Six is entitled ‘Dialogue and Friendship in Society”. It takes us

from n.198 to n.224. After the opening paragraph the rest of the chapter is divided into
three sections. Their headings are; ‘Social Dialogue for a New Culture’ (mn.199-214); ‘A
New Culture’ (nn.215-221) and ‘Recovering Kindness’ (nn.222-224).
If we look at the world around us, we see many attempts at dialogue in different levels on
different topics. Sometimes it can to go well for a while and then something happens and
the dialogue collapses. It can be very delicate. The idea of dialogue has great importance
though for the future of our world and our Church. We will delve into the First Section
next week. As we do so, let us keep in mind something Pope Francis, universally, and each
Bishop in his diocese, are asking us to explore — the importance of dialogue within the
Church as we begin to look at the understanding of what a synodal Church actually
means.

MIDLETON PARISH

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

HOLY ROSARY CHURCH
Masses as usual up to and including Thursday December 23".

FRIDAY 24™ CHRISTMAS EVE:
No 8am Mass

Masses at

—_—‘10.00am, 4.00pm, 6.00pm, 8.00pm, 10.00pm

SATUDAY 25! CHRISTMAS DAY
Masses at

8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00 noon

NB: NO EVENING MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY
SUNDAY DECEMBER 26™;
NO VIGIL MASS
Masses at

8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00 noon

MONDAY 2774 — SATURDAY 15? JANUARY:
Morning Mass at 10.00am only
Normal schedule resumes with vigil Mass at 6.10pm January 1°.
CONFESSIONS:

( in Adoration Chapel)

Monday 20 — Thursday 23™: after 10am Mass and 7pmto 8pm.
NO CONFESSIONS

ON CHRISTMAS EVE.
ST COLMAN’S BALLINTOTIS

FRIDAY DECEMBER 2474 CHRISTMAS
Masses at 7pm,

EVE:

9pm

SATURDAY 25T! CHRISTMAS DAY:

Mass at 10.30am

SUNDAY DECEMBER 26":

Mass at 10.30am

Please note:

e

The obligation to attend Mass is still suspended, you are not obliged to attend Mass at
Christmas or at any other time for the present.

All Masses are broadcast on parish television and streamed over the internet.

Those who wish to attend Mass over Christmas are strongly recommended to attend
only one Mass over the three days of Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Sunday 26".

Your cooperation with this should allow adequate space for everyone who wants to
come to Mass over the three days to do so safely. You can participate in all of the
e
e

e

other Masses on television or online.

Every second seat in the church will remain closed, so that you can know that there
will not be other people very near you.

Family groups are asked to come together and all sit in the same seat.
Each open seat is marked with three white dots which are 2 metres apart. These may

be of help in maintaining social distancing.

You are encouraged to occupy seats in the front section of the church as there is often
more space there than at the back.

Stewards will be present who may help you to find a seat if you wish.
The priest will explain the system for receiving communion at each Mass

Public health advice is that communion should only be received in the hand and not
on the tongue.

