
Midleton Parish Newsletter (Covid Times) 

28" November 2021 — First Sunday of Advent 

Clergy in the Parish: 

Priests: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Jim Killeen, P.P., V.G. 021-4631750 

V. Rev. John Ryan, P.E.,C.C. 086-2697503 
Rev. Mark Hehir,C.C. 021-4621670 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Eamon Goold, P.E. 021-4633659 

Deacon: Rev. Edward Mulhare. 

Priest on Duty: 087-246 8234 (For emergencies and also arranging wedding bookings) 

Parish Office: Opening times: Monday to Thursday 10.30am to 1pm and Friday 10.30am 

to 12 Noon. Phone No. 021-4636508 
Parish website: midletonparish.ie Parish e-mail: midletonparishoffice@gmail.com and 

to access the webcam for Masses log on to the parish website. 

Mass Times: Saturday Vigil 6.10pm; Sunday 8am, 10am and Noon. The obligation to 

attend Mass is still suspended and does not apply. 

Weekday Masses: 8.00am and 10.00am Monday to Friday; 10am Saturday. All Masses 

are televised and on the internet. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be on 

Wednesday and Friday from after 10am Mass to 6pm (unless there is a funeral). 

Church closes at 6pm. 

Confessions: Saturday, Noon to lpm, in the Adoration Chapel. 

Anniversaries: Kathleen Ryan, Michael, Breeda & Niall McCarthy, Maurice Carroll, 

Jack Scannell, Vincent Maher 

Cemetery Prayers: Prayers at Ballyougthera Cemetery today (28) @ 3pm 

Feast Days during the week: Tuesday, 30" November, St. Andrew: From Bethsaida, was 
a disciple of John the Baptist when he was called by Jesus. He, in turn, brought his 

brother to Jesus. He is said to have suffered martyrdom by crucifixion on this date, but 

the tradition of an x-shaped cross comes much later. Patron of Scotland, Russia and 

fishermen. 
Friday, 34 December, St. Francis Xavier: 1506-52. One of the first seven Jesuits, he was 

sent to India by St. Ignatius. He converted many in Goa and later in Japan. He died as 
he tried to enter China. A patron of the missions. (One of his arms is venerated in the 

Church of the Gesu in Rome) 
Saturday, 4 December, St. John Damascene: 675-749, was a Syrian Christian theologian. 

He became a priest in the monastery of St. Sabas near Jerusalem and was a leading figure 

in the defence of icons in the iconoclastic controversy. 

Pope’s Intentions for December: For catechists — “We pray for the catechists, 

summoned to announce the Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and 

creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit



The Advent Season 

The First Sunday of Advent marks the beginning of a new Church year. This year the 
Sunday readings are Year C of the three-year cycle with the Gospel taken from Luke and 
the weekdays in Year 2. 

(from The Liturgical Calendar) “Advent is a period of devout and expectant delight. It is a 
time of waiting, conversion and of hope. 

Waiting: memory of the first humble coming of the Lord in our mortal flesh and waiting: 

in supplication for his final, glorious coming as Lord of History and Universal Judge. 
Conversion: to which the liturgy at this time often refers quoting the prophets, especially 
John the Baptist. Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Joyful hope that the salvation already accomplished by Christ and the reality of grace in the 

world will mature and reach their fullness, thereby granting us what is promised by faith 
and ‘we shall become like him for we shall see him as he really is’. 

This year, leading towards Advent, there were a number of things looked at and still have 
to be looked at that require some waiting, conversion and a hope — there was a two week 

series of talks, discussions and toing and froing in Scotland regarding Climate Change. 

A lot of good ideas and a lot of very hard facts were presented there. We wait to see what 
happens on the global level, and hope that there will continue to be an increase in 

willingness by those who wield power to make the necessary decisions. As individuals we 

must all do our bit as well and through a hopeful approach encourage others. 

Another thing was the special Trocaire Appeal for East Africa called by the bishops to 

help over 30 million women, men and children there who cannot deal with so many 

aspects of the life thrown at the them, including extremely violent war and Covid-19: a 
humanitarian crisis on a grand scale that misses the headlines. The special collection was 

held and the latest figure we have for what was donated through the parish is 8880 euro. 

Thirdly, we are at a point here in Ireland where numbers contracting covid seem to be 
swinging anywhere between 3600 and 5900 daily cases with the figure on Thursday 

November 25", 4764 and the number in ICUs around the country is 126. This is a 

situation that all any of us can do is make sure we follow all the guidelines — sanitizing, 
wearing masks, social distancing and getting vaccinated as we watch out for our own 

health and the health of work colleagues, fellow churchgoers, neighbours, friends and 

family at risk. 

If things continue the way they are going or as some of the scientists think, even get worse, 

then we don’t know what might happen to those figures within the season of Advent. My 
hope is that people will act responsibly, I am waiting to see the numbers of vaccinations 

to rise and I hope those who are not vaccinated will convert. 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society are holding their annual collection this weekend. There 

will be people outside the churches in the parish after all the Masses this weekend and 
you can donate there. If you miss that opportunity there are envelopes in the church that 

you can take and send directly to SVP 

Quote of the week: “As far as the Church’s life is concerned, “the worst form of 

discrimination... is the lack of spiritual care” (Evangelii Gaudium, 200). Sometimes, as 
certain of you have unfortunately experienced, this has taken the form of denying access to 

the sacraments. The Church’s magisterium is very clear in this area, and recently 
the Directory for Catechesis stated explicitly that “no one can deny the sacraments to 

persons with disabilities” - Quote from Pope Francis ‘ letter for International Day of 

Persons with Disabilities, December 3"4, 2021


