
  

Midleton Parish Newsletter (Covid Times) 

23" May 2021 — Pentecost 
Clergy in the Parish: 

Priests: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Jim Killeen, P.P., V.G. 021-4631750 
V. Rev. John Ryan, P.E.,C.C — 086-2697503 
Rev. Mark Hehir,C.C. 021-4621670 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Eamon Goold, P.E., 021-4633659 

Deacon: Rev. Edward Mulhare 

Priest on Duty: 087-246 8234 (For emergencies and also arranging wedding bookings) 

Parish Office: The Parish Office opening hours are: Monday to Thursday 10.30am to 
1pm and Friday 10.30am to 12 Noon. 
Parish website: midletonparish.ie Parish e-;nail: midletonparishoffice@gmail.com and 
to access the webcam for Masses log on ty the parish website. 

Mass Times: Saturday Vici} 6.105m; Sunday 8am, 10am and Noon. 
Weekdays: Monday to Friday $am and 10am; Saturday 10am. 

Confessions: Saturday 12, noon to Ipm in the Adoration Chapel. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will take place from after 10am Mass on 
Wednesdays and Fridays unless there is a funeral when it will begin after the funeral. 

“he Blessed Sacrament will be reposed at 7pm. 

Church closes at 7pm. 

Anniversaries: Bob O’Donovan, John Troy, Martin Troy, Patrick Hickey, John Lane, 

John Walsh, Geraldine McCarthy (nee Holmes), 

Feast Days during the week: Monday 24, The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the 

Church: This feast day was introduced by Pope Francis and is to be celebrated every year 

on the day after Pentecost Sunday. Mary was present with the disciples at Pentecost, 
praying with them as the Holy Spirit descended. Mary has never ceased to take motherly 

care of the pilgrim church on earth. 
Tuesday 25, St. Bede the Venerable (673-735, monk at Jarow, historian and biblical 
commentator. Patron of scholars. St,. Gregory VII (1028-1085) was a Cluniac monk in 

Rome who, on becoming Pope, worked for reform, and died in exile in Salerno. St. Mary 

Magdalene de’ Pazzi (1566-1607), a Carmelite in Florence, offered her life for the 

spiritual renewal of the Church. 
Wednesday 26", St. Philip Neri (1515-1595) founded the Congregation of the Oratory to 

foster good preaching and to promote holiness of priestly life. 
Thursday 27", St. Augustine of Canterbury, a monk in Rome, was sent-by Pope Gregory 
the Great to preach to the English. Had much success in converting the south of England. 

Saturday 2% , Pope St. Paul VI: The feast of Pope St. Paul VI (Giovanni Baptista Montini) 

is observed on this date, the anniversary of his ordination as priest. On 21* June 1963, 
then Archbishop of Milan, he was elected pope and continued the Second Vatican Council 
as begun by his predecessor Pope St. John XXIII. The renewal of the Church called for 
in the Council was entrusted to his leadership. He died on the 6 August 197, the Feast of 
the Transfiguration.



of. Church in China — Our L of Sheshan (24 Ma 
In a letter written to the faithful of the Catholic Church in China in May 2007, Pope 

Benedict XVI expressed the hope that the 24'" May, the memorial of Our Lady Help of 

Christians who is venerated with such devotion at the Marian shrine of Sheshan in 
Shanghai, would become a day of prayer for the Church in China. 

(Due to the 24" falling on the day after Pentecost, the feast of Mary Mother of the Church 
takes precedence over the feast of Mary, Help of Christians in the Liturgical Calendar 

this year. The Day of Prayer for China remains in place) 

Pope’s Intentions for May: Universal Intention —- The World of Finance. “Let us pray 

that those who are in charge of finance will work with governments to regulate the financial 

sphere and protect citizens from its dangers.” 

Answers to last week’s questions: 1. Purple Dye trade. 2. Thursday. 3. 10 May. 4. Five. 

5. Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick. 

Liturgical Information due to guidelines that are in place: 
Attendances at Weekday and Sunday Masses can be 100 if the ‘two hub’ system is put in 

place. If it is not, the number is 50. Implementing the system entails the hub in the top 

half of the Church being filled first and the back hub when that is full. Stewards will 

direct the flow. At communion time those in the front hub approach the altar keeping 

social distancing as you come forward and communion will be brought to the centre for 
the back hub again with social distancing as you approach. Masks should be worn even 

if you are vaccinated to give example to those who are not and to ensure everyone is safe. 
With both Funerals and Weddings, attendance remains at 50. All Masses are televised 

on Saorview and streamed on the Internet (accessed thought the parish website). 
First Holy Communions and Confirmation — due to the guidelines coming from the 
government the First Holy Communion and Confirmation ceremonies are nott being 

celebrated in May and June. The reason for this is due to the problem of after-ceremony 

parties and gatherings. All parents of children due to receive these sacraments should 

have received notification in relation to this. In order to let families free to plan for the 
summer ahead, it has been decided that discussion on organising celebrations will take 

place in September. 

With all of the above we must remember that the guidelines for safety have to be kept even if one is 

vaccinated. Example must be given to those not vaccinated yet and the quicker the vaccines are done, 
the quicker the return to near as normal as possible will be achieved. If we are to err, we should err 

in caution. Those attending liturgies should keep social distancing and wear a mask. Other 

sacraments have not been mentioned above. The reason for that is we need to discuss how and when 

they can safely return. The biggest concern in relation to them is what happens after the ceremonies. 
The danger of the after-party has to be kept in mind as does the fear of crowds in the churchyard 

during and after ceremonies, including funerals, that infringe the guidelines. 

From Monday the weekday liturgy enters into Ordinary Tim:. Cycle 1, 8" week in Ordinary 

Time. 

Quote of the Week: - “If you are guided by the Spirit you will be in no danger of yielding to 
self-indulgence, since self-indulgence is the opposite of the Spirit, the Spirit is totally against 

such a thing, and it is precisely because the two are so opposed that you do not always carry 

out your good intentions.” - St Paul to the Galatians 5: 16-17


