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May 2021 — Feast of the Ascension

Clergy in the Parish:
Priests:
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Jim Killeen, P.P., V.G.
021-4631750
V. Rev. John Ryan, P.E.,C.C
086-2697503
Rev. Mark Hehir,C.C.
021-4621670
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Eamon Goold, P.E.,
021-4633659
Deacon:

Priest on Duty:

Rev. Edward Mulhare

087-246 8234 (For emergencies and also arranging wedding bookings)

The Parish Office: Opening times: Monday to Thursday 10.30am to 1pm; Friday from
10.30am to 12 Noon. Phone 021-4636508.
Parish website: midletonparish.ie Parish e-mail: midletonparishoffice@gmail.com
to access the webcam for Masses log on to the parish website.
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Mass Times: Saturday Vigil 6.10pm; Sunday 8am, 10am and Noon.
Weekdays: Monday to Friday 8am and 10am; Saturday 10am.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will take place from after 10am Mass on
Wednesdays and Fridays unless there is a funeral when it will begin after the funeral.
The Blessed Sacrament will be reposed at 7pm.
Church closes at 7pm.
Anniversaries: Penny Conroy, Patrick (Pat) Sheehan, Ger & Rita Stack, Annette Thiney,
Mary O’Brien,
Pope’s Intentions for May: Universal Intention — The World of Finance. “Let us pray
that those who are in charge of finance will work with governments to regulate the financial
sphere and protect citizens from its dangers.”
Feast Days during the week: Tuesday 18, Pope St. John I. He was the first Bishop of
Rome to visit Constantinople. He spent a lot of his time as Pope dealing with people who
were promoting heresies. He was imprisoned in Ravenna where he died in 526.
Thursday 20, St. Bernardine of Siena. Born in 1380, he became a Franciscan and
travelled through Italy preaching with great success. He promoted devotion to the Holy
Name and to St. Joseph. He died in 1444.
Friday 21", St. Christopher Magallanes and Companions. These twenty-five priests and
laymen were executed in Mexico in 1927.
Saturday 22", St. Rita of Cascia (1365-1457) was married for eighteen years. Her
husband, an ill-tempered and abusive man, was murdered.
Later, Rita entered the

Augustinian convent in Cascia and spent forty years in prayer, charitable work and
working for peace in the region.

Quote of the Week: As he travelled around Italy preaching St. Bernardine came to the
conclusion that — “Jt is not possible to reform the Church in general but in particular.”

Questions this week:

1. In one of the weekday Masses during the week, in the first reading taken from the Acts
of the Apostles a woman named Lydia was mentioned. What trade did she work at?
2. Before being moved to Sunday, on what day of the week was Ascension celebrated?
3. In Pope Francis’ ‘Prayer Marathon’, on what date was Knock the central shrine for
prayer?
4. How many deaneries are there in the Diocese of Cloyne?
5. What are the two sacraments of healing?
Answers to last week’s questions: 1. Mother of the Church. 2. May 13", 1981. The Feast
of Our Lady of Fatima. 3. 18 times. 4. Pope John Paul II wrote 14 Encyclicals. 5. St.
Jude.
The Virtue of Hope
In this week’s second reading St. Paul addresses the Ephesians.
This sentence is
contained in it: “There is one Body, one Spirit, just as you were all called into one and the
same hope when you were called.” \t caught my attention because early in the week a
parishioner recommended a book on hope that she felt explained the virtue very well and
would be of great help, especially to people who may be finding it difficult in our present
circumstances. The book, “The Virtue of Hope” is written by Fr Philip Bochanski, who
says that he was inspired to write it after reading and reflecting on the encyclical of Pope
Benedict XVI on hope. Here is a short passage from the book:
“The great message of Hope comes to us from the Christian faith in the Incarnation of the
Word of God: that we never walk the way alone, not even the way of suffering.
The
Incarnation, the truth that God has come in the flesh, that the Son of God has a true human
nature, reassures us that Jesus Christ knows exactly who we are, how we feel, what we need,

and even what we suffer. The Letter to the Hebrews says that he can ‘sympathize with our
weaknesses’ because he ‘has similarly been tested in every way, yet without sin’ (Heb 4: 15).
In a word, he truly knows what it is to be like us.”
It was great to be directed to an up to date, excellent book on the topic of hope. It is the
virtue that tends to trail behind faith and love in the minds of theologians.
Masses with Congregation
Attendance at Weekday and Sunday Masses can be 100 if we use the ‘two hub’ system that was
introduced last year.

The first fifty to arrive for Mass go to the front hub and the second fifty to

the back hub. Because of the restriction in numbers, we recommend that for the moment people

should adhere to one Mass in the week so that all can get a chance to celebrate within the
restrictions.
With both Funerals and Weddings, attendance remains at 50. Funeral Masses from Monday to
Saturday are at 1lam. They are offered on Sunday at the Noon Mass. Ali Masses are broadcast
on Saorview and the Internet (through the parish website).
With all of the above we must remember that the guidelines for safety have to be kept even if one is
vaccinated. Example must be given to those not vaccinated yet and the quicker the vaccines are done,
the quicker the return to near as normal as possible will be achieved. If we are to err, we should err
in caution.
Those attending liturgies should keep social distancing and wear a mask.
Other
sacraments have not been mentioned above. The reason for that is we need to discuss how and when
they can safely return. The biggest concern in relation to them is what happens after the ceremonies.
The danger of the after-party has to be kept in mind as does the fear of crowds in the churchyard
during and after ceremonies, including funerals, that infringe the guidelines.

