
Midleton Parish Newsletter (Covid Times) 

4" April 2021 — Easter Sunday 

Clergy in the Parish: 

Priests: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Jim Killeen, P.P., V.G. 021-4631750 
V. Rev. John Ryan, P.E.,C.C —086-2697503 

Rev. Mark Hehir,C.C. 021-4621670 

Rt. Rey. Msgr. Eamon Goold, P.E., 021-4633659 
Deacon: Rev. Edward Mulhare 

Priest on Duty: 087-246 8234 (For emergencies and also arranging wedding bookings) 

The Parish Office: The parish office will re-open on Monday 12" April at 10.30am. Phone 
021-4636508. 

Parish website: midletonparish.ie Parish e-xnail: midletonparishoffice@gmail.com and 
to access the webcam for Masses log on to www.churchservices.tv and enter ‘midleton’ 
in the search box. 

Mass Times: Sunday 84m, 10am and Noon; Monday to Saturday 10am. 
Night Prayer — every night 8pm 
Church opens after 10am Mass (unless there is a funeral) and closes at 7pm, except for 
Saturday evening when it closes at 5pm. 

Anniversaries: David Hogan, Sean Fitzgerald, Jack O’Keeffe, Bobby & Bina Hayes, 

Jerry Horgan, Louis Doyle, Annette Madden. 

Pope’s Intention for April: Fundamental Rights: We pray for those who risk their lives 

while fighting for fundamental rights under dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and even 

in democracies in crisis. 

Fratelli tutti: Chapter 4 entitled “A Heart Open to the Whole World” contains nn.128 to 

153 and is divided into three sections. The first is ‘Borders and their Limits ’which has 

four paragraphs. The second is ‘Reciprocal Gifts’ which has nine paragraphs and is 

divided into three sub-sections. The third is ‘Local and Universal’ which is in four sub- 

sections and has twelve paragraphs. 

The chapter begins with n.128 preparing the way for the three sections. It states: “If the 
conviction that all human beings are brothers and sisters is not to remain an abstract idea 

but to find concrete embodiment, then numerous related issues emerge, forcing us to see 

things in a new light and to develop new responses.” This paragraph points out the gap 
between what we are looking for and the reality of the situation in which we find ourselves 
in the world today. 

In the section ‘Borders and their Limits’ Pope Francis acknowledges that the ideal 

situation would be that “unnecessary migration ought to be avoided; this entails creating 
in countries of origin the conditions needed for a dignified life and integral development”. 

Recognising that the ideal doesn’t exist, in the section he looks at the different situations 
of migrants and how they should be treated in the circumstances in which they find 

themselves. We will look at some of those circumstances next week.



‘Bible Corner and Quote for the Week: 

Last week I took a quote from the Passion Gospel for Good Friday. This week I am taking 

a quote from the Gospel of the Easter Vigil. Mark’s account of the first Easter morning 

and doubling it as reflection for the Bible Corner. St. Mark begins his account with the 

naming of three women who were heading to the tomb after the sabbath — Mary of 
Magdala, Mary the mother of James, and Salome. They brought spices and they were 

wondering how they were going to get into the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus as there 
was a big stone blocking the entrance. When they got there, it was already pushed back 

and they went in and were amazed to see a young man dressed in white sitting in the 
tomb. He said to them: 

“There is no need for alarm. You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified: he 
has risen, he is not here.” 

It is very much to the point: Jesus of Nazareth was crucified. He was placed in the tomb 

but he has risen from the dead. We can only imagine what was going through the heads 

of these three women! He’s not here, he has risen! Every Easter we celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Saviour. The four Gospels have an account 

of that first Easter. Common to all four accounts of the empty tomb experience is the 

name of Mary of Magdala. She bears witness to the resurrection to the apostles — it is 

because of this she has been described as “an apostle to the apostles”. 

The Year of St. Joseph: For the year of St. Joseph, we can all continue praying the prayer 
written by Pope Francis that was used for the novena and any other prayers we may come 

across. Over the next few months we will explore what some of the saints thought about 

St. Joseph. 

The Year of the Family: Last week we wrote a bit about the Year of the “Amoris Laetitia” 

Family that was announced on March 19" and will end on 26" June 2022. Its main 
objectives are: 

1. To share the content of the apostolic exhortation “Amoris Laetita” more 

widely; 
2. To announce the precious value of the sacrament of marriage; 

3. Enabling families ‘to become active agents of the family apostolate; 

4. Helping ‘young people to become aware of the importance of formation in the 

truth of love and in the gift of self’; 
5. To broaden the vision and action of pastoral care for the family during the 

year so that it can include all family members, including married couples, 

children and young people, the elderly and those in difficult family situations. 

Five Questions: 

I. There are four parts in the Catechism of the Catholic Church. The first is on the 
Creed, the 2"4 is on the Sacraments and the 3" is on the Moral Life, what is the 4" 
part based on? 

Name the sacrament that is not given by a member of the clergy. — 
Who was the owner of the tomb in which Jesus’ body was placed? 

David was anointed by Samuel. What was the name of Samuel’s mother? 

In St. John’s account of Easter morning which apostle reached the tomb first? A 
e
e
 

All the priests of the parish and Deacon Eddie would like to wish all our parishioners a very 

Happy and Holy Easter. May the Lord bless you all and keep you all safe. 

 



Easter Message 

from Bishop William Crean 
Bishop of Cloyne 

“Let not your hearts be troubled” 

My dear friends, 

The Pandemic has really rattled us all over this past year and we are not “out of the woods” 
yet. More patience and resilience is being asked of us. 

It is wearisome for many but we have reasons to be thankful. Many have fallen victim to the 
deadly virus and their loss has been so difficult to grieve properly. Great solidarity and 
support has been shared. We continue to remember them in prayer. 

We are thankful for the sacrifices so many on the “front line” have made and continue to 
make to nurse the sick back to health. 

We are grateful to have vaccines being made available so that, God willing, within the next 

few months more and more will be protected from the virus. 

The children are back at school and soon they will be free to play and engage in recreation 
through the Summer. 

Not being able to gather for Holy Mass has been difficult and especially not being able to 
gather for Holy Week ceremonies for a second Easter in a row. We must bear this 
Eucharistic fast in a spirit of Christian faith where we forego our desire for public prayer in 
the service of the common good until such time it is safe to do so. 

Through all this time the Church is open for private prayer. I invite you and your family to 
set aside some time to visit over this Holy Week. It is an opportunity to pray the ‘Stations of 
the Cross’ to join the redemptive suffering of Jesus to the suffering of humanity at this time. 

So I look forward in a spirit of Christian hope, trusting in Jesus’ invitation to have courage 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled 
Trust in God still and trust in me” (John 14:1) 

We will prevail 

May you be blessed with the abundance of Easter Joy: 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

+i fin, 
Bishop of Cloyne |


