Midleton Parish Newsletter (Covid Times)

11 April 2021 — Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday)
Clergy in the Parish:
Priests:
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Jim Killeen, P.P., V.G.
021-4631750
V. Rev. John Ryan, P.E.,C.C
086-2697503
Rev. Mark Hehir,C.C.
021-4621670
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Eamon Goold, P.E., 021-4633659
Deacon:
Rev. Edward Mulhare
Priest on Duty:

087-246 8234 (For emergencies and also arranging wedding bookings)

The Parish Office: The parish office will re-open on Monday 12" April at 10.30am.
Opening times: Monday to Thursday (on phone) 10.30am to lpm; Friday is open for
collection of orders arranged by phone from 10.30am to Noon. Phone 021-4636508.
Parish website: midletonparish.ie Parish e-mail: midletonparishoffice@gmail.com
to access the webcam for Masses log on to the parish website.

and

Mass Times: Sunday 8am, 10am and Noon; Monday to Saturday 10am.
Night Prayer — every night 8pm
Church opens after 10am Mass (unless there is a funeral) and closes at 7pm, except for
Saturday evening when it closes at 5pm.
Anniversaries: Dermot O’Sullivan, Sean O’ Farrell.

The Year of St. Joseph and Quote of the Week: St. Teresa of Avila had great devotion to
St. Joseph. Teresa was responsible for great reform in the Carmelite Order and she would
pray to him for guidance. At the beginning of her book ‘The Way of Perfection’ she opens
with a prologue explaining the task that had been given to her by the sisters of one of the
monasteries she had helped and it begins with this exclamation and sentence:
“Jesus! The sisters of this Monastery of St. Joseph, knowing that I have permission from
Father Master Domingo Banez, of the Order of the glorious St. Dominic, who at present is
my confessor, to write something about prayer, which I am supposed to be capable of doing,
as I have conversed with so many spiritual and holy people, have pressed me so much to
undertake this work, that I have decided to obey them.”
Feast Das during the week: Tuesday, 13" April, Pope Martin I, also known as Martin the
Confessor, was the bishop of Rome from 21 July 649 to his death. He was Pope Theodore
I's ambassador to Constantinople succeeded him as pope. He was the only pope during
the Eastern Roman domination of the papacy whose election was not approved by an
imperial mandate from Constantinople. For his opposition to the heresy of saying Jesus
had only one nature, he was arrested by Emperor Constans II, taken to Constantinople,
and then sent into exile. He died in 655. He is considered a saint and martyr by the
Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Church.
Pope’s Intention for April:
We pray for those who risk their lives while fighting for
fundamental rights under dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and even in democracies in

crisis.

Bible Corner: Today’s Gospel sees Jesus appear in the presence of the disciples in the
closed upper room. This is the first appearance to them since the night of his arrest. He
comes with peace — Peace be with you he says and shows his hands and side. He goes on
to breathe on them giving them a mandate mirrored on his own: As the Father sent me,
so am I sending you. He gives them an incredible gift: receive the Holy Spirit. For those
whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain they are retained.
Jesus is merciful to those who ran away on Holy Thursday night and through their
experience of that divine mercy they receive the spirit to share that mercy with those they
encounter.

Fratelli tutti: We began Chapter 4 last week. We look at the first of the sub-sections in
that chapter today: ‘Borders and their Limits’.
In this sub-section, Pope Francis
acknowledges that the ideal situation would be that “unnecessary migration ought to be
avoided; this entails creating in countries of origin the conditions needed for a dignified life
and integral development”. Recognising that the ideal doesn’t exist, in the section he looks
at the different situations of migrants and how they should be treated in the
circumstances in which they find themselves. In n.130 the pope refers to those who are
‘fleeing grave humanitarian crisis’. He mentions a number of things that could be
improved with regard to the needs of those caught in these circumstances. They are far
from the direct provision system we have had here for years. Regarding those who have
already settled into ‘the fabric of life’ he suggests moving towards offering citizenship
and moving away from a tendency to speak about minorities but recognise all with equal
rights and dignity. In n.132 he suggests how this should be ‘the fruit of a common effort’:

‘Thus, there is ‘a need for mid-term and long-term planning which is not limited to

emergency responses. Such planning should include effective assistance for integrating
migrants in their receiving countries, while also promoting the development of their
countries of origin through policies inspired by solidarity, yet not linking assistance to
ideological strategies and practices alien or contrary to the cultures of the peoples being
assisted. ’
If alien or contrary strategies to the cultures are applied it is just a new form of
colonialism and leads to repression of the people who are supposedly being given aid.
The Year of the Family: Year of the “Amoris Laetitia” Family finishes on .26" June 2022.
Between now and then we have been given objectives to work on. Ione of them is to
explore the content of ‘Amoris Laetitia’. At the moment we are exploring the content of
another document by Pope Francis so I will not be tackling the one on family life here for
a while yet. To begin reflection on marriage and family life, next week we will begin
exploring the Catechism of the Catholic Church on the topic.
Answers to the Five Questions last week:
4. Hannah. 5. John.

1. Prayer.

2. Marriage.

3. Joseph of Arimathea.

Questions this week:
1. The structure of the section on prayer in the Catechism is based onwhat prayer?
2. Both St. Peter and St. Paul had different names before encountering Jesus — what were
they?
3. How many days are there from Easter Sunday to Pentecost?
4. On what hill did St. Patrick light the Easter fire?
5. Pope Benedict’s birthday is on Friday the 16" - what age will he be?

